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Site Name: Cummeen Strand/Drumcliff Bay (Sligo Bay) SAC 
 
Site Code: 000627 
 
 
This large coastal site extends from Cullamore in the north-west to Killaspug in the 
south-west, and from Sligo town in the south-east to Drumcliff village in the north-
east. It encompasses two large, shallow bays, Drumcliff Bay and Sligo Harbour, and 
both Ardboline and Horse Island. Sand dunes and sand hills at Rosses Point, 
Killaspug, Yellow Strand and Coney Island are included, as are grasslands at 
Ballintemple and Ballygilgan (Lissadell), along with a variety of other habitats such 
as woodland, saltmarsh, sandy beaches, boulder beaches, shingle, fen, freshwater 
marshes, rocky sea cliffs and lakes. The site is largely underlain by Carboniferous 
limestone, but acidic rocks are also found on the Rosses Point peninsula. At Serpent 
Rock in the north-western section of the site the most complete section of the north-
western Carboniferous strata is exposed. Here are found an excellent series of 
fossilised corals which, in some strata, stand out from the rock matrix.  
 
The site is a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) selected for the following habitats 
and/or species listed on Annex I / II of the E.U. Habitats Directive (* = priority; 
numbers in brackets are Natura 2000 codes): 
 

[1130] Estuaries 
[1140] Tidal Mudflats and Sandflats 
[2110] Embryonic Shifting Dunes 
[2120] Marram Dunes (White Dunes) 
[2130] Fixed Dunes (Grey Dunes)* 
[5130] Juniper Scrub 
[6210] Orchid-rich Calcareous Grassland* 
[7220] Petrifying Springs* 
 
[1014] Narrow-mouthed Whorl Snail (Vertigo angustior) 
[1095] Sea Lamprey (Petromyzon marinus) 
[1099] River Lamprey (Lampetra fluviatilis) 
[1365] Common (Harbour) Seal (Phoca vitulina) 

 
The dominant habitats on the site are estuaries and intertidal sand and mud flats. 
Sligo Harbour receives the waters of the Garavogue River, which flows from Lough 
Gill, while Drumcliff Bay receives the Drumcliff River which flows from Glencar 
Lough. At low tide extensive areas of intertidal flats are exposed in both of these 
sheltered estuarine bays. The intertidal flats support a diverse macrofauna, with 
invertebrate species such as lugworm (Arenicola marina), common cockle 
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(Cerastoderma edule), sand mason worm (Lanice conchilega), Baltic tellin (Macoma 
balthica), spire shell (Hydrobia ulvae) and common mussel (Mytilus edulis) being 
frequent. Of particular note is the presence of the eelgrasses Zostera noltii and Z. 
angustifolia beds in both bays. Areas of saltmarsh fringe both bays in places. 
 
Sand dune habitats are rare and threatened in Europe and three types are found in 
this site - embryonic dunes, Marram (Ammophila arenaria) dunes and fixed dunes. 
Embryonic dunes, with characteristic species including Sand Couch (Elymus farctus), 
occur at the southern end of the sand spit at Rosses Point. Shifting Marram dunes are 
found in a number of locations, including Rosses Point, Strandhill, Coney Island and 
Yellow Strand. In the latter three areas, the areas of shifting dunes are linked at least 
to some extend to recent disturbance (e.g. erosion, storm breaches, etc.).  
 
Fixed dune grassland is found behind Yellow Strand, and the main species are Sand 
Sedge (Carex arenaria) and Smooth Meadow-grass (Poa pratensis), with associated 
species including Lady's Bedstraw (Galium verum), Mouse-ear Hawkweed (Hieracium 
pilosella), Common Milkwort (Polygala vulgaris), Common Dog-violet (Viola riviniana), 
Mountain Everlasting (Antennaria dioica), Common Spotted-orchid (Dactylorhiza 
fuchsii), Early Marsh-orchid (D. incarnata), Frog Orchid (Coeloglossum viride) and 
Autumn Lady's-tresses (Spiranthes spiralis). Some areas of fixed dune at the site are 
suffering from under-grazing (e.g. north of Strandhill), and have a rank vegetation 
dominated by Marram, with species such as Red Fescue (Festuca rubra), Creeping 
Willow (Salix repens), Daisy (Bellis perennis) and Wild Thyme (Thymus praecox) also 
occurring. A relatively species-poor example of the habitat is found at Rosses Point, 
but typical species like Marram, Red Fescue, Lady’s Bedstraw, Harebell (Campanula 
rotundifolia), Kidney Vetch (Anthyllis vulneraria) and Common Mouse-ear (Cerastium 
fontanum) do occur here.  
 
An area with Juniper (Juniperus communis) scrub is found on a gravel hill with 
species-rich fixed dune vegetation. Other species present in this area include 
Marram, Autumn Gentian (Gentianella amarella), Red Fescue, Lady’s Bedstraw, 
Common Bird’s-foot-trefoil, Harebell, Yellow-wort (Blackstonia perfoliata), Thyme-
leaved Sandwort (Arenaria serpyllifolia), Common Whitlowgrass (Erophila verna), 
Hoary Whitlowgrass (Draba incana), Devil’s-bit Scabious (Succisa pratensis) and Early 
Hair-grass (Aira praecox). An area of approximately 3.7 hectares of Orchid-rich 
Calcareous Grassland, a habitat listed with priority status on Annex I of the E.U. 
Habitats Directive, is reported to occur near Rosses Point, according to the Irish 
Semi-natural Grasslands Survey, 2010. 
 
Wetlands on the site include Doonweelin Lake, a freshwater lake on the Rosses Point 
peninsula, which supports interesting vegetation communities that reflect the 
juxtaposition of the underlying acidic and basic rocks. Ardtermon Fen, a small, 
floristically-rich area of freshwater marsh, swamp, wet grassland and fen is situated 
at the back of the Yellow Strand sand hills.  
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The site includes small areas of Hazel (Corylus avellana) and Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) 
woodland on limestone (e.g. Cummeen Wood), and several other stands of mixed 
woodland and wet willow (Salix spp.) woodland (as at Ardtermon Fen).  
 
Cliff-top grassland is common in the north-western part of the site. This is typically 
dominated by Red Fescue and White Clover (Trifolium repens), with associated 
species including Daisy, Common Bird's-foot-trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), plantains 
(Plantago coronopus, P. lanceolata and P. maritima), Bulbous Buttercup (Ranunculus 
bulbosus), Common Scurvygrass (Cochlearia officinalis), Field Wood-rush (Luzula 
campestris) and Spring Sedge (Carex caryophyllea).  
 
The site has a good example of petrifying springs with tufa formations, with several 
species of bryophyte typical of the Cratoneurion. The springs occur along seepage 
zones in clay sea cliffs on the northern side of Sligo Harbour.  
 
The site has a very rich and diverse flora, on account of the wide variety of habitats 
found, and the presence of both basic and acidic substrates. Several rare, Red Data 
Book species have been recorded from the site, including Rough Poppy (Papaver 
hybridum) which is also listed under the Flora (Protection) Order, 2015, Hoary 
Whitlowgrass and Yellow Saxifrage (Saxifraga aizoides). 
  
Both Drumcliff Bay and Cummeen Strand are important for the large numbers of 
waterfowl which use them in autumn/winter, including Ringed Plover, Redshank, 
Lapwing, Knot, Bar-tailed Godwit, Oystercatcher, Curlew, Golden Plover, Dunlin, 
Turnstone, Brent Goose, Grey Heron, Teal, Wigeon, Mallard, Shelduck and Red-
breasted Merganser. The fields at Lissadell and Ballintemple support one of the 
largest populations of Barnacle Goose in the country (c. 2,000 in winters of 1995/96 
and 1996/97). Both Drumcliff Bay and Cummeen Strand have been designated as 
Special Protection Areas under the E.U. Birds Directive. The important feeding site 
for Barnacle Goose at Lissadell is a Statutory Nature Reserve.  
 
The islands in the north-western section of the site hold important seabird colonies. 
A Cormorant colony of national importance occurs on Ardboline and Horse Islands, 
with a total of 261 pairs in 1998. Herring Gull and Great Black-backed Gull also breed 
on both islands. Common Tern formerly bred on both islands. The islands are also 
used by Barnacle Goose from the adjacent mainland, which roost or seek refuge here. 
The low sea cliffs on the adjacent mainland at Ballyconnell and Roskeeragh Points 
also support small numbers of seabirds, and both Black Guillemot and Fulmar nest 
there. Choughs feed in the sandy/grassy areas of the site and one pair is known to 
nest. Several of the bird species that use the site are listed on Annex I of the E.U. 
Birds Directive, i.e. Barnacle Goose, Chough, Golden Plover and Bar-tailed Godwit.  
 
At least five species listed on Annex II of the E.U. Habitats Directive are found within 
this site. Drumcliff Bay is important for the presence of a breeding population of 
Common Seal. Ardboline and Horse Islands on the western side of the site are also 
important as haul-out areas for this species. A minimum population of 12–15 
individuals was estimated from counts made in various month in 2007 and 2008. Sea 



Version date: 11.2.2016 4 of 4 000627_Rev16.Docx 

Lamprey and River Lamprey have been recorded in the Garavogue River, and River 
Lamprey are also known from further upstream in the tributaries of Lough Gill. The 
Marsh Fritillary butterfly is found at Rosses Point, while the rare snail Vertigo 
angustior has recently been recorded from sand dunes at Killaspugbrone.  
 
Cummeen Strand/Drumcliff Bay (Sligo Bay) is an important site of high conservation 
significance, which includes a wide variety of habitat types, including several listed 
on Annex I of the E.U. Habitats Directive, several species listed on Annex II of this 
Directive, large and important populations of waterfowl and seabirds, and several 
rare plant species. 


