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NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Restrictions on the destruction of hedges and the destruction of vegetation on uncultivated land from 1 March to 31 August 2016 
The Department wishes to remind landowners and public bodies of their obligations under Section 40 of the Wildlife Acts on the destruction of hedges and vegetation in the month of August. 
Section 40 of the Wildlife Act 1976, as amended by Section 46 of the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000, restricts the cutting, grubbing, burning or destruction by other means of vegetation growing on uncultivated land or in hedges or ditches during the nesting and breeding season for birds and wildlife, from 1 March to 31 August.    These restrictions apply not only to private land-users but also to local authorities, public bodies and to contractors.  
There are limited exemptions to the above restrictions which apply from March to August and include 

· The destruction, in the ordinary course of agriculture or forestry of any vegetation growing on or in any hedge or ditch;

· The cutting or destruction of vegetation executed for public health and safety reasons by a statutory body including a local authority; 
· The clearance of vegetation carried out in the course of fisheries development works undertaken by Inland Fisheries Ireland.
It should be noted that the provisions in the Heritage Bill 2016 which include proposals for managed hedge cutting and burning at certain times within the existing closed period on a pilot two year basis are not in force. These provisions include proposals to allow the cutting or destruction of vegetation growing in a hedge or ditch during the month of August. This legislation has not been passed by the Oireachtas at this time.  Accordingly, the current restrictions under Section 40 of the Wildlife Acts which are set out above still apply.

